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I. Closed Session

1. 5:00 p.m. - Convene in Open Session for the purpose of closing the meeting for an Executive 

Session pursuant to Section 3-305 (b) (1) and (7) of the General Provisions Article of the 

Annotated Code of Maryland to discuss board and commission appointments, to confer with 

counsel on issues relative to the CSX bridges, proposed amendments to the City Charter, and 

issues pertaining to the City's Sick and Safe Leave Policy

Mayor Morriss convened the meeting in open public session.  Motion to move into closed 

session was made by Frazier, seconded by Cioni, and was passed on a vote of 4-0.

2. Executive Session

II. Open Session

1. 6:15 p.m. - Reconvene into Open Session

Mayor Morriss reconvened the meeting in open session at 6:15 p.m.

III. Pledge of Allegiance

IV. Roll Call

PRESENT: Raymond M. Morriss, President; Council Members Richard J. "Rock" Cioni, 

Eugene Frazier, and Laurie P. Marchini.  Councilman Seth Bernard was absent.

ALSO PRESENT: Jeffrey D. Rhodes, City Administrator; Michael S. Cohen, City 

Solicitor; Charles Hinnant, Chief of Police; Donald Dunn, Fire Chief; Marjorie Woodring, 

City Clerk

V. Statement of Closed Meeting



1. Summary Statement of Closed Meeting

Mayor Morriss announced that a Closed Session had been held on February 5, 2019 at 
5:00 p.m. and read into the record a summary of that session, which is attached hereto and 
made a part of these minutes as required under Section 3-306 (c)(2) of the General 
Provisions Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.

VI. Director's Reports

(A) Public Works

1. Utilities-Treatment Plants monthly report for December 2018

Motion to approve the report was made by Cioni, seconded by Marchini, and was passed 
on a vote of 4-0.

(B) Administrative Services

1. Administrative Services monthly report for December, 2018

Motion to approve the report was made by Cioni, seconded by Marchini, and was passed 
on a vote of 4-0.

VII. Approval of Minutes

1. Approval of the Regular Session Minutes of November 8 and November 20, 2018

Motion to approve the minutes was made by Cioni, seconded by Frazier, and was passed 
on a vote of 4-0.

VIII. Public Hearings

Mayor Morris convened the public hearing at 6:22 p.m.

1. Public Hearing - to receive comment on the Community Development Block Grant Needs 
Assessment

Lee Borror, Community Development Specialist, reviewed the Community Development 
Block Grant 2019 Annual Plan application process, with a conservative estimate of 
$710,000 being awarded from HUD.  The Public Hearing was then opened up for 
comments from agencies or organizations.

Chandler Sagal, and David Jones, VP Community Relations of Allegany College, 
provided Mayor and Council with a project overview asking for $50,000 funding to 
replace their broken ADA compliance elevator in the college center loft with a lift that is 
essential for accessibility for their WEX (Work Experience) Program, which they want to 



relocate to the loft area. Councilwoman Marchini added that she works with the WEX 
group, and stated that it is a very worthwhile program for the community.

Deanna Clark, Executive Director of Associated Charities, provided background on the 
organization and the emergency services and short and long-term prescription program it 
provides to low income families.  Funding was asked for in the amount of $14,500 for the 
short-term prescription program, and $16,500 for the long-term prescription program.

Sarah Keyser, Family Crisis Resource Center, provided background on the organization, 
which is the City's local domestic violence and sexual assault center, providing multiple 
programs aimed at immediate crisis needs, as well as programs focusing on prevention for 
the future.  Funding in the amount of $10,000 was requested to support and cover 
operating costs of the FCRC's safe house that provides emergency and temporary shelter 
for those in need.

Richard Kerns, AHEC West, on behalf of HealthRight, provided background on the 
organization which began before the Affordable Care Act, stating that Healthright 
desolved last year as a stand-alone non-profit, and became a program of AHEC West, 
providing dental care for those who can't afford it.  Funding in the amount of $10,000 
was requested for dental access programs to provide urgent dental healthcare for those in 
need.  A separate request for $7,000 for a denture program conducted through the 
Mountain Health Alliance program was also made.

Sarah Geise, Cumberland YMCA, provided background on the YMCA services to the 
community, stating that the front doors of the main YMCA building are not heavy-duty 
doors and are in need of replacement.  The ADA component of the front door is 
malfunctioning.  In addition, the YMCA wants to make some of their inside doors more 
user-friendly by putting push-buttons in their wellness, gymnasium, and pool areas. A 
Safety Around Water program for the youth of Old Town Manor, Jane Frazier Village, 
and Banneker Gardens was also discussed. Ms. Geise also asked for consideration for 
improvements to the downtown YMCA.

Former resident Ronald Liddle, Chairman of the African-American Historical Association 
of Western Maryland, requested funds for the monthly history programs in Hagerstown 
for their speakers and for refreshments.

Lee Borror thanked all the presenters, adding that comments would be taken through April 
16, 2019, and comments regarding the funding recommendations presented at the April 2, 
2019, meeting will also be taken through April 16, 2019. The comments will be 
incorporated into the Annual Plan that will be sent to HUD the first week of May.  CDBG 
funds are expected to be available in October, 2019.

Mayor Morriss adjourned the public hearing at 6:50 p.m.

IX. New Business

(A) Orders (Consent Agenda)



Mr. Rhodes reviewed each item on the Consent Agenda and Mayor Morriss called for 
questions or comments.  (Additional remarks below under appropriate item.)  Motion to 
approve Consent Agenda Items 1-3 was made by Cioni, seconded by Frazier, and was 
passed on a vote of 4-0.

1. Order rejecting all bids received for the New Drives for No.1 and No.2 Primary Clarifiers 
Project (39-18-WWTP) due to budgetary constraints

ORDER NO. 26,403

2. Order abating taxes and utilities for City-owned property at 534 Maryland Avenue (Tax 
Acct. 22-009532)

ORDER NO. 26,404

3. Order authorizing execution of a Memorandum of Understanding with MD Broadband 
Cooperative, Inc. pertaining to the construction of fiber optic infrastructure in the area of 
downtown Cumberland

Mr. Rhodes stated that the MOU would involve the sale of 7,000 linear feet of fiber optic 
cable that is already installed in the downtown, but not down Baltimore Street.  He said 
that the project was partnered with the Allegany County Board of Education a number of 
years ago, and the sale obligates the Maryland Broadband Cooperative to use their best 
efforts to market the high-speed broadband to both residential and commercial customers 
primarily in the downtown area.  Mr. Rhodes added that this has been by every definition 
a partnership with the B.O.E., when they asked 3-4 years ago if the City wanted to piggy-
back on this project, and through the Appalachian Regional Commission the City was able 
to obtain funding to make it happen.  It was then handed over to the CEDC to complete 
the negotiations.

ORDER NO. 26,405

(B) Letters, Petitions

1. Letter from Megan Mertz, Race Director, requesting permission to hold the Outrun ALS 
5-Mile Run and 1-Mile Walk on May 11, 2019 starting at 8:00 a.m.at Canal Place

Mayor Morriss entered the letter into the public record and Council provided a consensus 
to approve the event.

2. Letter from Sharon Ellsworth, Co-Race Director, requesting permission to hold the Fifth 
Annual ACAS Howards 25 K Run at 8:00 a.m. and Paws on the Pavement 5 K at 7:00 
a.m. on August 18, 2019 beginning in Frostburg and running on the Great Allegheny 
Passage into Cumberland 

Mayor Morriss entered the letter into the public record and Council provided a consensus 
to approve the event.



X. Public Comments

Kenneth Wilmot, 513 Fort Avenue, expressed his concerns about a recent fire fatality at a 
rental property on Industrial Boulevard.  He stated the landlord should have been 
responsible for having working smoke detectors in the residence and a full criminal 
investigation should occur.  Mayor Morriss extended his condolences to the Parkinson 
family, on behalf of the City, and said the fire is being investigated.  Chief Dunn added 
that the residence was family-owned, not a rental property.  The Mayor concluded by 
encouraging all to check their smoke detectors in their homes to assure that they are 
working properly.

Terry Murphy, 706 Washington Street, stated she saw in the prior Closed Session notice 
that the Cumberland bridges were discussed and asked for any update that was available.  
Mr. Cohen, at the permission of Mayor and Council, provided Ms. Murphy with some 
details, stating that the vacant seats on the negotiating team were going to be filled by 
Council Members Marchini and Cioni.  Ms. Murphy asked about ownership of the 
bridges.  Cohen advised that the City owns the Cumberland Street Bridge and ownership 
of the two other bridges is still undetermined.  Mayor Morriss added that there were no 
reports back yet from the Wilson T. Ballard study  He stated that the Fayette Street would 
be first to be worked on, followed by the Cumberland Street Bridge, and that the intention 
is to rebuild all three bridges.

Brandon Lynch, 222 Wills Creek Avenue, asked about the skate park project that was 
initially going to be started in the area by a former resident, and said his understanding 
was that $5,000 was given to the project and nothing has happened.  Cioni explained that 
$5,000 from the Bower Fund was put into the Community Trust Foundation with the hope 
that the former resident would raise additional money for the skate park.  He had moved 
away, however, having told the Parks and Recreation Board that he couldn't get many 
people on board to help with the cause.  Cioni added that if someone could come up with a 
viable plan, the Board would look at it again, and invited Mr. Lynch to come speak at a 
meeting of the Parks and Recreation Board.

Terry McKenzie, 203 Decatur Street, thanked Council for taking their time and interest to 
serve the City, stating that he was very impressed already.  He added that he thinks that 
the whole City feels the good momentum.

Councilman Frazier spoke about the members of the City Council having a great 
commitment to work for the citizens of Cumberland, adding that they are like family and 
that he is happy with the current membership.

Mr. Rhodes noted that the Travel Channel recently had named Cumberland one of the 50 
most charming cities in America.  Mayor Morriss encouraged all to share that information.

All public comments are limited to 5 minutes per person

XI. Adjournment

With no further business at hand, the meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m.

Minutes approved on March 19, 2019



Raymond M. Morriss, Mayor

ATTEST:  Marjorie A. Woodring, City Clerk
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February 5, 2019

Description

5:00 p.m. - Convene in Open Session for the purpose of closing the meeting for an Executive 

Session pursuant to Section 3-305 (b) (1) and (7) of the General Provisions Article of the 

Annotated Code of Maryland to discuss board and commission appointments, to confer with 

counsel on issues relative to the CSX bridges, proposed amendments to the City Charter, and 

issues pertaining to the City's Sick and Safe Leave Policy

Approval, Acceptance / Recommendation

Budgeted 

1st Reading 

2nd Reading 

3rd Reading 

Value of Award (if applicable)

Source of Funding (if applicable)



Regular Council Agenda

February 5, 2019

Description

Executive Session

Approval, Acceptance / Recommendation

Budgeted 

1st Reading 

2nd Reading 

3rd Reading 

Value of Award (if applicable)

Source of Funding (if applicable)



Regular Council Agenda

February 5, 2019

Description

6:15 p.m. - Reconvene into Open Session

Approval, Acceptance / Recommendation

Budgeted 

1st Reading 

2nd Reading 

3rd Reading 

Value of Award (if applicable)

Source of Funding (if applicable)
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Value of Award (if applicable)

Source of Funding (if applicable)
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CITY OF CUMBERI.AND
UTILITY DIVISION

MONTHLY REPORTS

December 2018

Wastewater & Water Filtraticn Plant



CITY OF CUMBERLAND,S WATER TREATMENT PLANT

MONTHLY UTILITY REPORT

DECEMBER 2078

c?6^$9$+9
PAST 72 MONTHS

561$
PAST 72 YEARS

BRTEF LISTING of EVENTS



Wastewater Treatment Plant - December 2018

OPERATIONS:
Treated 555,199,000 gallons @ an average of 17.910 million gallons per day.

Removed !54,657 pounds of total suspended solids, 150,475 pounds of BOD,

38,568 pounds of total nitrogen, and 6,482 pounds of total phosphorous.

Processed 885,305 gallons of sludge producing 92.83 Dry tons of Class "A" bio-

solids. All Federal and State reporting requirements were in compliance.,{V{onthly

Flow Comparison Chart is attached.
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Utilities-Treatment Plants monthly report for December 2018

Approval, Acceptance / Recommendation

Budgeted 

1st Reading 

2nd Reading 

3rd Reading 

Value of Award (if applicable)

Source of Funding (if applicable)
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Administrative Services monthly report for December, 2018

Approval, Acceptance / Recommendation

Budgeted 

1st Reading 

2nd Reading 

3rd Reading 

Value of Award (if applicable)

Source of Funding (if applicable)
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Approval of the Regular Session Minutes of November 8 and November 20, 2018

Approval, Acceptance / Recommendation

Budgeted 

1st Reading 

2nd Reading 

3rd Reading 

Value of Award (if applicable)

Source of Funding (if applicable)



Regular Council Agenda

February 5, 2019

Description

Public Hearing - to receive comment on the Community Development Block Grant Needs 

Assessment

Approval, Acceptance / Recommendation

Budgeted 

1st Reading 

2nd Reading 

3rd Reading 

Value of Award (if applicable)

Source of Funding (if applicable)



Regular Council Agenda

February 5, 2019

Description

Approval, Acceptance / Recommendation

Budgeted 

1st Reading 

2nd Reading 

3rd Reading 

Value of Award (if applicable)

Source of Funding (if applicable)



- ORDER - 
of the 

Mayor and City Council of Cumberland 
MARYLAND 

 

 

ORDER NO.  ____________                    DATE:     February 5, 2019_  
 

ORDERED, By the Mayor and City Council of Cumberland, Maryland 

THAT, all bids received for the City project “New Drives for No. 1 and No. 2 

Primary Clarifiers” (39-18-WWTP) be and are hereby rejected due to budgetary 

constraints. 

 

 

      __________________________________ 

      Raymond M. Morriss, Mayor 

 

 





Regular Council Agenda

February 5, 2019

Description

Order rejecting all bids received for the New Drives for No.1 and No.2 Primary Clarifiers 

Project (39-18-WWTP) due to budgetary constraints

Approval, Acceptance / Recommendation

Budgeted 

1st Reading 

2nd Reading 

3rd Reading 

Value of Award (if applicable)

Source of Funding (if applicable)



- ORDER - 
of the 

Mayor and City Council of Cumberland 
MARYLAND 

 

 

ORDER NO.  ____________                    DATE:     February 05, 2019_  
 

ORDERED, By the Mayor and City Council of Cumberland, Maryland 

THAT, the taxes and utilities due and owing on City-owned property at 534 

Maryland Avenue (Tax Account 22-009532) be and are hereby abated. 

 

 

 

      __________________________________ 

      Raymond M. Morriss, Mayor 

 

 









Regular Council Agenda

February 5, 2019

Description

Order abating taxes and utilities for City-owned property at 534 Maryland Avenue (Tax Acct. 

22-009532)

Approval, Acceptance / Recommendation

Budgeted 

1st Reading 

2nd Reading 

3rd Reading 

Value of Award (if applicable)

Source of Funding (if applicable)



- ORDER - 
of the 

Mayor and City Council of Cumberland 
MARYLAND 

 

 

ORDER NO.  ____________                    DATE:     February 05, 2019_  
 

ORDERED, By the Mayor and City Council of Cumberland, Maryland 

THAT, the Mayor be and is hereby authorized to execute a Memorandum of 

Understanding by and between Maryland Broadband Cooperative, Inc. and the Mayor and 

City Council of Cumberland pertaining to the construction of fiber optic infrastructure in the 

area of downtown Cumberland.   

 

 

 

 

      __________________________________ 

      Raymond M. Morriss, Mayor 
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February 5, 2019

Description

Order authorizing execution of a Memorandum of Understanding with MD Broadband 

Cooperative, Inc. pertaining to the construction of fiber optic infrastructure in the area of 

downtown Cumberland

Approval, Acceptance / Recommendation

Budgeted 

1st Reading 

2nd Reading 

3rd Reading 

Value of Award (if applicable)

Source of Funding (if applicable)



Regular Council Agenda

February 5, 2019

Description

Letter from Megan Mertz, Race Director, requesting permission to hold the Outrun ALS 5-Mile 

Run and 1-Mile Walk on May 11, 2019 starting at 8:00 a.m.at Canal Place

Approval, Acceptance / Recommendation

Budgeted 

1st Reading 

2nd Reading 

3rd Reading 

Value of Award (if applicable)

Source of Funding (if applicable)



Regular Council Agenda

February 5, 2019

Description

Letter from Sharon Ellsworth, Co-Race Director, requesting permission to hold the Fifth 

Annual ACAS Howards 25 K Run at 8:00 a.m. and Paws on the Pavement 5 K at 7:00 a.m. on 

August 18, 2019 beginning in Frostburg and running on the Great Allegheny Passage into 

Cumberland 

Approval, Acceptance / Recommendation

Budgeted 

1st Reading 

2nd Reading 

3rd Reading 

Value of Award (if applicable)

Source of Funding (if applicable)


