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I. ROLL CALL 

The meeting convened at 6:15 PM. 

PRESENT:  Brian K. Grim, President; Council Members Nicole Alt-Myers, Seth Bernard, David Caporale, Richard Cioni, Jr.

ALSO PRESENT:  Jeffrey D. Rhodes, City Administrator; Michael S. Cohen, City Solicitor; Donald Dunne, Fire Chief; 
Captain Gregory Leake, CPD; Marjorie Woodring, City Clerk 

II. CERTIFICATES, AWARDS AND PRESENTATIONS 

(A) Recognition of Allegany High School students for their participation and advancement in the 
University of Maryland, Baltimore Campus (UMBC) Maryland History Day competition

 

Suzanne Wright, Chairwoman of the Historic Preservation Commission, discussed the purpose of the Maryland 
History Day competition sponsored by Maryland Humanities and described the selection process. Allegany High 
School teachers Tammy Twigg and Kimberly Sloane also spoke about the program and their students' 
involvement in the competition.  The following individuals were presented Certificates of Recognition by the 
Mayor and City Council: 

Allegany High School Instructor Kimberly Sloane for being selected the Patricia Behring Maryland High School 
History Day Teacher of the Year for 2016 

Umailla Fatima, Melissa Magrath, and Barth Frankenberry, whose projects were selected to move on to the 
National History Day competition. 

John Taube, Cosimos Cendo, and Christopher Reed whose projects were singled out for special recognition at 
Maryland History Day. 

(B) Historic neighborhood research presentation by Youth Summit participants

 



Kathy McKenney, Historic Planner, advised that the Historic Preservation Commission and the City of 
Cumberland had created the first Youth Summit.  The program had been funded by the MD Historical Trust's 
Certified Local Government subgrant and the City of Cumberland and had begun in the Fall of 2015.  Ms. 
McKenney discussed the activities undertaken by the 8th grade student participants, including neighborhood site 
visits and a tour of the Footer Dye Works building.  Each group of students then presented their research on 
Decatur Heights, The Dingle, Johnson Heights, and White Oaks.  The students were presented a Certificate of 
Recognition and a book on local history from the Mayor and City Council.  Students participating in the program 
included Samantha Adams, Nathan Ashby, Cyrrah Fisher, Keyaria Friend, Lillian McKenzie, Julie Persons, 
Peytyn Resseger, Garett Rugg, Emily Sponangle, John Toothaker, and Connor Ward.  

(C) Presentation of the 2015 Annual Planning Commission Report by David Umling, City Planner

 

David Umling, City Planner, discussed the requirements for annual filing of a Planning Commission Report and 
reviewed key findings of the 2015 report.  Mr. Umling stated that no building permits for new residences had 
been issued in 2015, 18 residential demolition permits to remove 20 residential units has been issued, an overall 
net housing stock decrease of 23 residential units had been experienced in 2015, and development patterns were 
supported by infrastructure improvements and were consistent with local and state plans.  Mr. Umling advised 
that no major changes in current plans or the permitting process is necessary at this time.       

III. DIRECTOR'S REPORT

(A) Police

1. Police Department monthly report for April 2016

 

Item Action:Approved

Motion to approve the report was made by Councilwoman Alt-Myers, seconded by Councilman Bernard, and was 
passed on a vote of 5-0. 

(B) Fire

1. Fire Department monthly report for April 2016    

 

Item Action:Approved

Motion to approve the report was made by Councilwoman Alt-Myers, seconded by Councilman Bernard, and was 
passed on a vote of 5-0.

(C) Administrative Services

1. Administrative Services monthly report for March, 2016

 

Item Action:Approved

Motion to approve the report was made by Councilwoman Alt-Myers, seconded by Councilman Bernard, and was 
passed on a vote of 5-0.

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

(A) Routine

1. Approval of the regular session minutes of May 3, 2016

 

Item Action:Approved

Motion to approve the minutes was made by Councilwoman Alt-Myers, seconded by Councilman Bernard, and 



was passed on a vote of 5-0. 

V. PUBLIC HEARINGS

(A) Public Hearing - to receive comment on the proposed amendment to Section 2.03 (22) of the City 
Code to modify the definition of a "Boarding House / Hostel" and to change the zoning areas in 
which boarding houses and hostels are permitted

 

Mayor Grim convened the public hearing at 6:49 PM. 

Mr. Rhodes advised that the intent of the proposed changes was not to eliminate boarding houses or hostels, but to 
put them in more appropriate locations and require them to be smaller so as not to interfere with the 
neighborhoods. 

David Umling, City Planner, discussed past incidents with boarding houses related to overcrowding.  He advised 
that staff had prepared a Zoning Text Amendment to limit the maximum number of units and tenants to four, 
prohibit boarding houses in R-U and G-I Zones, and allow them in the B-H Zone.  The amendment had been 
reviewed by the Planning and Zoning Commission and had conducted a public hearing on March 14, 2016.  Mr. 
Umling reviewed the procedural history that would allow for adoption of the amendments.   

Mayor Grim opened the floor for public comment.  No comments were put forth. 

The public hearing adjourned at 6:52 P.M. 

(B) Public Hearing to receive comment on the proposed FY17 Constant Yield Tax Rate

 

Mayor Grim convened the public hearing at 6:52 P.M. 

Mr. Rhodes discussed the purpose of the Constant Yield Tax Rate.  He stated that the City had seen a slight 
increase in tax revenue this year and would have to decrease the tax rate in order to equal the revenue that had 
been received last year.  He stated that the policy over the past several years has been to accept the increases and 
decreases as they come without adjusting the rate.  Staff was therefore recommending that the City reject the 
Constant Yield and hold to its current tax rates. 

Mayor Grim opened the floor for comment.  He encouraged Council to accept staff's recommendation to reject 
the Constant Yield.  No additional comment was put forth. 

The public hearing adjourned at 6:54 P.M. 

VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(A) Ordinances

1. Ordinance (2nd and 3rd readings) - amending and supplementing Ordinance No. 3793, passed 
December 15, 2015, to increase the amount of the General Obligation Bonds and Bond Anticipation 
Notes to finance, reimburse, or refinance costs of the Maryland Avenue Redevelopment Project from 
$2,500,000 to an aggregate principal amount not to exceed $3,500,000 each

 

Mr. Rhodes reviewed the Bond Ordinance, advising that the additional funding was being sought to cover 
unexpected costs associated with the Maryland Avenue Redevelopment Project due to the pace of property 
acquisition and the fact that the City purchased many of the properties at costs in excess of their value. 

SECOND READING:  The Ordinance was presented in Title only for its second reading.  The reading was 
interrupted and motion to suspend the reading and move to the third reading after comment was made by 
Councilwoman Alt-Myers, seconded by Councilman Caporale, and was passed on a vote of 5-0. 

Mayor Grim called for questions or comments.  Being none, the Ordinance proceeded to its final reading. 

THIRD READING:  The Ordinance was presented in Title only for its third reading and was adopted on a vote of 
5-0. 



ORDINANCE NO. 3795 

(B) Charter Amendment Resolutions

1. Charter Amendment Resolution (2nd and 3rd readings) -  to repeal and reenact Section 154 of the 
City Charter to increase the maximum threshold for local preference allowances to be 10% for 
businesses located in the city and 7% for businesses located in the county; clarifying the manner in 
which the preferences are implemented; and reducing the number of days required for public 
solicitation of bids

 

Mr. Rhodes reviewed the Charter Amendment Resolution advising that the proposed changes would increase the 
maximum thresholds for local preferences to 7% for County and 10% for City.  An ordinance would be 
introduced at a later date to actually set the preferences at 5% for County businesses and 8% for City businesses.  

SECOND READING:  The Charter Amendment Resolution was presented in Title only for its second reading. 
 The reading was interrupted and motion to suspend the reading and move to the third reading after comment was 
made by Councilwoman Alt-Myers, seconded by Councilman Caporale, and was passed on a vote of 5-0. 

Mayor Grim called for questions or comments.  Being none, the Resolution proceeded to its final reading. 

THIRD READING:  The Charter Amendment Resolution was presented in Title only for its third reading and was 
adopted on a vote of 5-0. 

CHARTER AMENDMENT RESOLUTION NO. 144 

VII. NEW BUSINESS

(A) Orders (Consent Agenda)

Item Action:

Mr. Rhodes reviewed each item on the Consent Agenda prior to vote and Mayor Grim entertained questions or 
comments.   

Motion to withhold Item No. 5 and vote on it separately was made by Councilwoman Alt-Myers, seconded by 
Councilman Bernard, and was passed on a vote of 5-0. 

Motion to approve Consent Agenda Items 1,2,3,4 and 6 was made by Councilwoman Alt-Myers, seconded by 
Councilman Bernard, and was passed on a vote of 5-0. 

Motion to approve Consent Agenda Item No. 5 was made by Councilwoman Alt-Myers, seconded by Councilman 
Bernard, and was passed on a vote of 4-0 with Mayor Grim abstaining from vote. 

1. Order authorizing the execution of an Art Easement Agreement with the Allegany County 
Commissioners regarding the placement of an art mural on the retaining wall on the western side of 
Canal Street; funding to be provided by CDBG and the Allegany Arts Council

 

ORDER NO. 25,974 

2. Order authorizing the execution of Art Easement Agreements for the placement of art murals at 18-
20 S. Mechanic Street, 55 Baltimore Street, and 42 Baltimore Street for a period of 5 years with 
options for renewal; funding to be provided by CDBG and the DDC

 

ORDER NO. 25,975 

3. Order declaring City-owned property at 316 Baltimore Avenue to be surplus and accepting the 
proposal of adjacent property owners Edward M. and Frances L. Cook to purchase the lot for the 
assessed value of $1,500, and authorizing transfer to the Cooks after 20 days public notice



 

ORDER NO. 25,976 

4. Order accepting the sole source proposal of Queen City Business Systems to provide maintenance 
for six (6) Minolta copiers for a period of six (6) month at a cost not to exceed $14,190

 

ORDER NO. 25,977 

5. Order declaring certain City-owned parcels of land on Baltimore Avenue and N. Waverly Terrace to 
be surplus and authorizing conveyance of the properties to Cumberland Neighborhood Housing 
Services after 20-days public notice

 

ORDER NO. 25,978 

6. Order authorizing acceptance of an additional award amount not to exceed $56,983.00 for Safe 
Streets Grant MDSS-2016-1405; authorizing use of these funds for 1) the sole source purchase of a 
Mobile Field Lab, MFL-3000 Drug Identification Unit in the amount of $13,975 from CODA 
Devices, and 2) the purchase of two (2) Automatic License Plate Readers (ALPR) in the amount of 
$33,336.00 from The Selex ES Company

 

ORDER NO. 25,979 

VIII. PUBLIC COMMENTS

All public comments are limited to 5 minutes per person

Mayor Grim provided information on the induction of Joe Maphis into the Mountain Maryland Performing Arts Hall of Fame 
that weekend, and encourage all to attend the free concert Friday night and the Saturday evening ceremony.   

IX. ADJOURNMENT

With no further business at hand, the meeting adjourned at 7:04 P.M. 

Minutes approved on June 7, 2016 

Mayor Brian K. Grim  

ATTEST:  Marjorie A. Woodring, City Clerk  
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CUMBERLAND PLANNING COMMISSION 

CY2015:  January 1 – December 31, 2015 

Adopted by the Cumberland Planning Commission on March 14, 2016 

I. Introduction 

The Land Use Article of the Maryland Annotated Code (formerly known as Article 66b) requires that 

every local Planning Commission prepare an Annual Report to assess development activity and public 

facility changes over the past year and assess their consistency with adopted plans for the local 

government, adjoining local governments, and state agencies that provide funding assistance for the 

City’s public facility improvements.  The reporting requirement were expanded in 2009 by the MD 

General Assembly to include requirements for local governments to establish a specific percentage goal 

to increase the percentage of new development located within the local government’s Priority Funding 

Area and to report on a series of “performance measures” to demonstrate the community’s progress in 

concentrating growth and development.  An additional legislative change adopted in 2014 requires that 

a report on the implementation status of adopted Comprehensive Plan initiatives be included in an 

annual report not more than five years after adoption or update, which would be the 2018 Annual 

Report for the 2013 Comprehensive Plan.  These new requirements are all codified in the Land Use 

Article.  The new Law exempts municipalities from the additional (2009) reporting requirements where 

all of the land in the municipality is located within a Priority Funding Area and where the municipality 

issues fewer than 50 building permits for “new residential units” in the reporting year.  According to a 

2010 determination by the Maryland Department of Planning, eligibility for this reporting exemption is 

based on the actual number of permits issued regardless of the number of dwelling units that were 

permitted by each permit. 

In Cumberland, all of the City’s area is located within a Priority Funding Area.  Consequently, the City is 

not required to establish a specific percentage goal to increase the percentage of new development 

located within the City’s Priority Funding Area, in accordance with The Land Use Article.  In regard to the 

second reporting exemption criterion, the City issued no building permits for new residential units in 

2015.  Therefore, the City is exempt from the additional reporting requirements added to the Land Use 

Article of the Maryland Annotated Code in 2009. 

Once prepared by the Planning Commission, the report and its recommendations must be filed with and 

presented to the local Legislative Body, which may direct actions necessary “to insure the coordination 

of a viable planning and development process.”  Maryland Law also requires that the Annual Report be 

made available for public inspection, and that a copy must be mailed to the Secretary of the Department 

of Planning.  This report shall fulfill the aforementioned Annual Report requirements for the City of 

Cumberland. 
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II. Development Activity 

A. Construction & Occupancy Permits 

To evaluate construction activity during 2015, staff reviewed all building, demolition, and occupancy 

permits issued over the calendar year.  Permits issued for minor alterations, outbuildings (such as 

storage sheds or garages in support of an existing primary use structure), building additions (that did not 

result in new residential units or independent business spaces), and repairs were ignored in the analysis.  

Only building and occupancy permits that resulted in the construction or occupancy of new residential 

units or nonresidential units were included in the inventory.  These permits represent development 

activity that added new capacity to the City, rather than building renovations and minor additions or 

changes in use from one commercial use to another. 

When evaluating permit data, it is important to understand that a considerable time lag can occur 

between the issuance of a building permit to begin construction and an occupancy permit to occupy a 

completed building.  This time lag can range from six months for a typical single family home when work 

begins at the start of the seasonal construction period to several years for a major project that is built in 

phases or is delayed by unanticipated site conditions, financing interruptions, or difficulties securing 

building supplies and/or unfavorable weather interruptions.  Consequently, only a small number of the 

occupancy permits issued in any given fiscal year may be for buildings that received a building permit in 

the same fiscal year. 

A tally of the 2015 permits that fall within these criteria shows that the City issued no building permits 

for new residential construction.  This is an abrupt decrease of 10 building permits from the 2014 count, 

but is generally reflective of the varying low totals from the earlier years, where only 5 permits were 

issued in 2013 and 7 permits in 2012.  The lack of any new residential building permits in 2015 can be 

attributed in large part to the contribution in recent years from large scale residential projects that had 

been approved prior to and during the recent economic recession.  For example, 8 of the 10 new 

residential building permits issued in 2014 were for homes built in the Cornerstone Hill project off James 

Day Drive, which has now achieved build-out.  Only 2 of the new residential building permits issued in 

2014 were for individual infill lots.  The construction of new single family dwelling units on individual lots 

represents only a small number of the overall residential building permits issued for new dwelling units 

in any of the prior several years.  Now that the backlog of individual dwelling units approved in the 

larger residential development projects (Cornerstone Hill, Klots Mill, Penn Avenue, etc.) have been 

completed, the city’s residential building permit activity is and will remain limited to individual single 

family homes until new larger residential development projects are proposed and approved.  

Consequently, the total reported value of the new residential unit building permits issued in 2015 was 

$0. 

No building permits for multiple family dwellings were issued during 2015, 2014, 2013, or 2012.  The 

lack of multifamily dwelling projects in recent years reflects a general saturation of the rental market 

resulting from a number of tax credit-subsidized projects that were built during the height of the recent 

Recession (2007-2010).  These subsidies were offered to stimulate apartment construction as a way to 
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provide alternative affordable housing options for the growing number of homeowners displaced by 

foreclosure (due to sub-prime mortgage practices) during the Recession.  However, the Recession-driven 

spike in foreclosures did not affect the Cumberland housing market to the same degree as other areas of 

the state because mortgage costs did not increase as rapidly as in other areas (relative to actual home 

values) and fewer homeowners in the local housing stock hold mortgages on their properties.  

Consequently, the sudden increase in apartment construction in a housing market with lower overall 

population growth and fewer homeowner displacements contributed to greater saturation of the rental 

market.  

Only 2 occupancy permits were issued in 2015 for 2 new residential units, which is a steep decline from 

the 8 occupancy permits for 8 new residential units that were issued in 2014, and the 8 occupancy 

permits for 10 new residential units that were issued in 2013.  All 8 occupancy permits in 2014 were 

issued for the units built in the Cornerstone Hill project, which reflects the influence the gradual build-

out of the larger residential development projects on occupancy permit activity from prior years.  This 

pattern represents a significant decline from the 28 residential occupancy permits issued in 2012.  The 

general pattern in residential occupancy permits further reflects a fluctuating trend over earlier years, 

including 24 in 2009, 16 in 2010, 36 in 2011 and 28 in 2012. 

These overall low permit figures continue to reflect the reduced level of development activity initially 

caused by the 2007 Economic Recession.  Although the city appeared to experience a brief three-year 

recovery in residential building permit activity between 2009 and 2011, residential development activity 

has subsided over the past three years.  As already noted, this reversal can be attributed in large part to 

the continued absence of multi-family development projects that helped buoy residential construction 

activity between 2009 and 2011.  The relatively high number of occupancy permits issued for new 

residential units in 2012 and prior years reflected the gradual completion and occupancy of units in 

three large multi-family projects (the Cumberland Meadows apartment complex on Old Willowbrook 

Road, Cumberland Townhomes II on Pennsylvania Avenue, and the Cornerstone Hill project on James 

Day Drive) that were issued building permits during that earlier period.  The steep decline in occupancy 

permits for new residential units further reflects the completion of the build-out process for those large 

projects. 

The City’s permit records also show that a total of 18 residential demolition permits (removing a total of 

20 residential dwelling units from the housing stock) were issued in 2015.  These figures represent a 

renewed growth in demolition permits issued in the past three years (12 residential demolition permits 

removing 14 dwelling units in 2014, 15 permits removing 15 residential units in 2013, and 19 permits 

removing 22 former residential units in 2012).  When the number of residential units demolished in 

2105 (20) are subtracted from the number of new residential units permitted for construction during the 

year (0), the City realized a net loss of 20 residential units.  As long as the number of demolitions 

continues to exceed the number of new residential dwelling units constructed during each year, the 

overall pattern of housing stock decline is likely to persist. 

The City also issued a total of 11 residential occupancy permits for conversion projects that resulted in 

an additional net removal of 3 residential dwelling units from the City’s housing stock.  When the 
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number of residential units gained or lost due to conversions of existing residential and commercial 

buildings is considered (-3 residential units), the City’s overall housing stock experienced a decrease of 

23 residential units in 2015.  This net decrease is significantly greater than the net loss of 7 residential 

units in 2014 and 1 residential unit in 2013.  Again, this decline can be expected to continue and grow 

until the city experiences some significant growth in residential subdivision and building permit activity. 

Only two new building permits were issued in 2015 for new non-residential construction (the same 

number as was issued in 2014 and 2013).  One of these permits was issued for a truck stop (travel plaza) 

and the other was for an adjoining hotel on Ali Ghan Road.  The total value for new commercial 

construction in 2015 was $12,276,000. 

The maps and tables provided at the end of this report show the property locations of the permits that 

were issued in 2015.  All development activity occurred within the City’s Priority Funding Area and in 

areas of the City that are currently served by adequate water and sewer. 

 B. Site Plans 

A total of 3 major site plans were approved by the Planning Commission in 2015.  These include two 

new hotels—a Sleep Inn hotel at the Loves’ Travel Plaza on Ali Ghan Road, and a new Hampton Inn at 

100 Welton Drive.  The third major site plan was for the new Alleghany High School on Seton Drive, 

which will be built on the site of the former Sacred Heart Hospital complex.  This is a marked increase in 

non-residential site plan approval activity over the previous three calendar years. The only major site 

plan approved in 2014 was a condominium plat for the Cumberland Arms Building at 64 Baltimore 

Street.  The plat, submitted in 2013, did not result in any new construction and did not create any new 

building lots on the property.  The plat only divided the existing building into two condominium units.  

No new minor site plans for new buildings were approved in 2014.  Only one minor and one major site 

plan was approved in 2013.  There were no major site plan submissions/approvals in 2012. 

 C. Subdivision Plats 

No new major subdivisions (creating five or more new lots) were filed or approved in 2015, 2014, 2013, 

or 2012.  However, the City approved one minor subdivision creating one new nonresidential lot at the 

Riverside Industrial Park on Kelly Road.  No new minor subdivisions were filed or approved in 2014, 

2013, or 2012. 

 

 III. Regulatory Amendments & Annexations 

The Planning Commission reports that two regulatory actions were completed during 2015.  The city 

completed adoption of the 2014 Comprehensive Rezoning (which included Zoning Ordinance and 

Subdivision Regulations Text Amendments and several Comprehensive Zoning Map Amendments).  The 

Comprehensive Rezoning was initiated by the Planning Commission in 2014 and adopted by the Mayor 

and City Council on April 7, 2015.  An additional Zoning Map Amendment (petitioned by a property 

owner at 208-210 Oldtown Road) was adopted by the Mayor and City Council in 2015.  No other Zoning 
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Map Amendments, Zoning Text Amendments, or Subdivision Regulation Amendments, were adopted 

during the year.  A review of these changes is provided below. 

 A. Comprehensive Plan Amendments 

No new comprehensive plan amendments were adopted in 2015.  However, the Planning Commission 

initiated an Economic Development Chapter Amendment to the 2013 Comprehensive Plan in 2015 that 

is scheduled for adoption by the Mayor and Council in early 2016.  The nature of the amendment is to 

summarize economic development policy changes resulting from the 2014 Strategic Economic 

Development Plan and to recognize that document as a stand-alone supplement to the 2013 

Comprehensive Plan.  The original 2013 Comprehensive Plan update was completed on December 17, 

2013 with the adoption of the City-Wide Element, which was the second and final volume of the plan.  

The City-Wide Element addressed the local issues and needs raised in the Neighborhood Element (which 

was adopted in 2012), contained the city’s long-range planning and development policies, and also 

addressed the legal planning requirements of the Land Use Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland. 

 B. Zoning Text Amendments 

One major Zoning Text Amendment was adopted by the Mayor and Council in 2015.  The 

Comprehensive Rezoning package for the 2013 Comprehensive Plan was initiated by staff and the 

Planning Commission in 2014 and adopted by the Mayor and City Council on April 7, 2015.  The 

comprehensive rezoning package includes a Comprehensive Zoning Text Amendment (ZTA 14-01), a 

Comprehensive Zoning Map Amendment (ZMA 14-01) and a Comprehensive Subdivision Regulations 

Text Amendment (SRA 14-01).  No zoning text amendments were adopted in 2014, but two were 

adopted in 2011 and one was adopted in 2013.  City staff initiated work on a second Zoning Text 

Amendment (15-01) regarding Boardinghouses, which was reviewed by the Planning Commission in 

December.  Final adoption of this amendment will not occur until sometime in early 2016. 

 C. Zoning Map Amendments 

The City adopted one Zoning Map Amendment (ZMA 14-01) as part of the 2014 Comprehensive 

Rezoning package.  Several map amendments were made throughout the City to address 

implementation recommendations arising from the 2013 Comprehensive Plan.  Finally, an additional RR-

Rehabilitation and Redevelopment Floating Zone Map Amendment (ZMA 15-01) was adopted by the 

Mayor and City Council for a property at 208-210 Oldtown Road.  The City adopted no new Zoning Map 

Amendments in 2014, 2013 or 2012. 

 D. Subdivision Regulations Amendments 

The City adopted one Subdivision Regulations Amendment (SRA 14-01) in 2015 as part of the 2014 

Comprehensive Rezoning package.  A few minor text changes were adopted in response to 

implementation recommendations arising from the 2013 Comprehensive Plan.  The City made no 

changes to the Subdivision Regulations in 2014, 2013, 2012 or 2011.  
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E. Annexations 

No annexations were petitioned or adopted by the City in 2015.  The City adopted two annexations in 

October 2014.  The total area annexed was approximately 2.68 acres (the first parcel contained 2.13 

acres and the second contained 0.55 acres).  Both of these parcels are located along Ali Ghan Road and 

were incorporated into the Loves Travel Plaza landholding to become part of the commercial travel 

plaza that they are constructing.  The annexed parcels have been zoned B-H (Highway Business) and 

were accepted by MDP as part of the city’s Priority Funding Area.  One additional annexation was 

approved in 2013 at the corner of Messick Road and Industrial Boulevard.  No annexations were 

approved in 2012. 

 

IV. Infrastructure Improvements/Extensions 

 A. Street Improvements 

The City constructed no new public streets during 2015.  All street improvements during the year 

involved surface restoration, reconstruction, and paving of existing streets.  These paving projects are 

now governed by the City’s Pavement Management System, which was completed in 2006.  The 

Pavement Management System identified roughly $67,000,000 in street improvement needs, and the 

Mayor and Council approved two bonds (the first in 2009 and the second in 2015) to provide financing 

for the programmed street improvements. 

The City continued work on a major street resurfacing/widening project (initiated in 2013) for significant 

portions of Baltimore Avenue (between the CSX railroad and Marion Street).  The project also includes 

small sections of Front Street, Henderson Avenue, and Marion Street and is anticipated to be completed 

in 2016.  Several minor ADA compliance improvements have been identified that must be undertaken 

before the project can be closed out. 

Comprehensive patching work was continued in 2015 with financial assistance from MDOT on a number 

of city streets, including portions of Centre, Frederick, Bedford, and George Streets, as well as portions 

of the McMullen Bridge and some temporary work on Nemacolin Avenue.  This patching work is 

intended to temporarily stabilize the travel surface until such time as funding can be committed to a 

more extensive street rehabilitation and resurfacing projects.  The city is in the process of preparing an 

ARC grant application for funding to rehabilitate Mechanic Street from I-68 to Bedford Street, including 

ADA crossing improvements. Reconstruction of Chase Street, which was driven by a full water line 

replacement under the street to repair a leak, was initiated in 2014.  Finally, some repaving, sidewalk, 

and bicycle improvements were made to Canal Street in 2015 in order to improve bicycle and pedestrian 

connections along the Great Alleghany Passage Trail. 

The city also hired engineering/planning consultants for a CSX railroad bridge replacement (on 

Washington Street) and a proposed complete street redevelopment project for the Greene Street 

corridor between Baltimore Street and I-68.  The Washington Street railroad bridge was reduced to 
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single-lane traffic in 2014, due to deterioration of the structure.  The latter project, which is being 

funded by the Cumberland Area MPO, will encompass a full rehabilitation of the street, sidewalk 

(including ADA crossings), and streetscape improvements.  The draft reports for the railroad bridge 

replacement study was presented to the Mayor and City Council in November 2015 and the Greene 

Street Plan is anticipated to be presented to the Mayor and City Council in early 2016. 

Finally, the city continued working with SHA officials to redesign the Virginia Avenue/Industrial 

Boulevard intersection to alleviate traffic congestion and a lengthy traffic signal cycle length.  The city 

concurred with SHA’s preliminary design for the project in 2014, and SHA has initiated final engineering 

and design work. 

 B. Water Extensions 

One major water line extension was undertaken in the City in 2015.  A new 10-inch water main 

extension to the Loves’ Travel Plaza was constructed along Ali Ghan Road.  This project was financed by 

the project developer with ownership of the line granted to the City.  The city completed a major water 

line replacement project along Chase Street in 2014 to repair several leaks.  The City also completed 

replacement of 36-inch inlet and outlet valves at Fort Hill Reservoir in 2014. 

The City also undertook several minor (routine maintenance) water line replacements in 2015 to 

upgrade aging lines.  None of these replacement projects added any new capacity to the system, but are 

part of the City’s ongoing efforts to target lines that may be in danger of failing. 

 C. Sewer Extensions/Improvements 

No major sewer line extensions were undertaken by the City during 2015.  A project to remove sludge 

and clean the anaerobic digester for the wastewater treatment plant is underway and a bid for the work 

is anticipated to be awarded and completed in 2016.  The City continued its work to expand stormwater 

storage capacity as part of the Combined Sewer Overflow project (which involves the planned addition 

of a storage and handling facility at the City’s Wastewater Treatment Plant).  The city’s work on the ENR 

treatment system upgrade was completed in 2011 and the city began conducting routine sampling and 

flow monitoring in 2012. 

 D. Other Public Facility Improvements 

The lion’s share of the City’s other public facility improvements undertaken during 2015 were related to 

public recreation.  These projects included the design of bikeway improvements for Mechanic and 

Centre Streets and a bike lane along Frederick Street, both of which will be funded through the new MD 

Bikeways program.  The initiation of construction on these projects is planned to begin in 2016 once 

final design plan approval is issued by MDOT.  The proposed bike lane on Frederick Street generated 

considerable neighborhood controversy, and the Mayor and Council decided in early 2015 to scale back 

the project to shared-lane facilities on both streets. 
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IV. Consistency Assessment 

 A. Consistency between Infrastructure Improvements & Development Activity 

All of the development activity that was permitted and undertaken during 2015 occurred within the 

City’s Priority Funding Area and in areas where adequate infrastructure capacity was determined to 

exist.  All development activity also occurred within areas designated as Septic System Tier 1 (served by 

municipal sewer) on the City’s adopted SB 236 Septic System Tier Map.  This map appears as an 

appendix in the City’s 2013 Comprehensive Plan. 

Overall residential development activity during the year resulted in a net decrease of 23 units, which 

exceeded the net loss of 7 units in the previous year (2014).   No new residential units were permitted 

for construction in 2015.  The lack of any new major or minor subdivisions over the past few years 

suggests that the City can expect few residential building permits to be issued in outlying years.  No new 

residential or commercial development permits were issued in the central business district during 2015.   

 B. Consistency with Adopted Plans 

All development activity permitted in 2015 occurred in areas of the City where such activity was 

permitted by current zoning.  These developments were approved as consistent with the 2013 

Comprehensive Plan (conceptual future land use map), and were located within the City’s Priority 

Funding Area.  As part of the adopted 2013 Comprehensive Plan, the City established a desired 

population growth rate of up to 15% over a twenty-year planning horizon.  The potential population 

impacts from development activity approved and permitted within the City during 2013 would not 

exceed that rate of growth. 

The City’s major infrastructure improvement projects undertaken in 2015 are all specifically 

recommended by or otherwise consistent with the City’s Comprehensive Plan and supporting 

documents.  These improvements resulted in little or no additional infrastructure capacity, which is 

commensurate with the level of development activity that occurred within the City in recent years. 

 C. Consistency with Adjoining Government Plans 

In 2014, Allegany County completed the process of adopting a major update of its 2002 comprehensive 

plan.  The development activity permitted in the City during 2015 was not incompatible with the 

County’s new plan.  Also, none of the development activity that did occur in the City in 2015 was 

adjacent to the County boundaries. 

 D. Consistency with State Financing Agency Plans 

All of the major infrastructure improvement projects undertaken during 2015 involved State and/or 

Federal funding support, primarily the MD Department of the Environment (for the City’s sewer 

improvement projects).  These projects were determined to be in compliance in order to receive 

funding.  All infrastructure improvements undertaken and development permits approved by the City in 

2014 were located within the City’s Priority Funding Area. 



9 

 

 E. Consistency with Recommendations from Previous Annual Report 

The last Annual Report prepared by the City’s Planning Commission covered calendar year 2014.  Many 

of the infrastructure projects undertaken in 2015 were continuations of projects discussed in the 2014 

Annual Report.  All projects undertaken during the year and all findings from this report are generally 

consistent with the previous report. 

 

V. Conclusions & Recommendations 

Based on this assessment, the City experienced a continued decrease in development activity from the 

2014 report.  The recent decline in building permits for new residential dwelling units from 7 in 2014 to 

none in 2015 is primarily due to the build-out of large residential development that had been approved 

in prior years.  Judging from the lack of new residential subdivision activity, the City anticipates that this 

trend of low or no residential construction activity will continue in the immediate outlying years. 

All development activity approved in Cumberland in 2015 was generally consistent with the City’s 2013 

Comprehensive Plan and supporting documents, the City’s Zoning Ordinance and the applicable 

provisions of the County’s plans.  The major infrastructure projects undertaken by the City during the 

year were consistent with the City’s plans, consistent with the demands created by the development 

permits that were issued, and consistent with the applicable requirements and plans of the applicable 

State financing agencies. 

Consequently, staff has determined that no changes in the City’s current policies or plans are needed in 

response to the activities permitted and undertaken by the City during 2016. 
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Regular Council Agenda 

May 17, 2016 

 

Description

Presentation of the 2015 Annual Planning Commission Report by David Umling, City Planner

 

Approval, Acceptance / Recommendation

 

Budgeted gfedc

 

1st Reading gfedc

2nd Reading gfedc

3rd Reading gfedc

 

Value of Award (if applicable) 

 

Source of Funding (if applicable)

 

 













  

Regular Council Agenda 

May 17, 2016 

 

Description

Police Department monthly report for April 2016

 

Approval, Acceptance / Recommendation

 

Budgeted gfedc

 

1st Reading gfedc

2nd Reading gfedc

3rd Reading gfedc

 

Value of Award (if applicable) 

 

Source of Funding (if applicable)

 

 



Cumberland Fire Department Responded to 93 Fire Alarms:

Responses by District:

District #1 37

District #2 33

District #3 20

Out of City 3

93

Number of Alarms:

First Alarms Answered 93

Calls Listed Below:

Property Use:

Public Assembly 2

Educational 1

Institutional 5

Residential 44

Industrial, Utility 2

Stores and Offices 1

Special Properties 38

93

Type of Situation:

Fire or Explosion 11

Rescue Calls 49

Hazardous Conditions 11

Service Calls 2

Good Intent Calls 13

False Calls 7

93

Total Fire Service Fees for Fire Calls Billed by Medical Claim-Aid in April: $1,480.00

Total Fire Service Fees for Fire Calls Billed by Medical Claim-Aid Fiscal Year to Date: $24,270.00

Fire Service Fees for Fire Calls Paid in April: $555.00

Total Fire Service Fees for Fire Calls Paid Fiscal Year to Date: $7,975.00

Fire Service Fees for Inspections and Permits Billed in April: $150.00

Fire Service Fees for Inspections and Permits Paid in April: $150.00

Total Fire Service Fees for Inspections and Permits Paid Fiscal Year to Date: $1,600.00

REPORT OF THE FIRE CHIEF FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL 2016

Prepared for the Honorable Mayor and City Council and City Administrator

District #1
40%

District #2
35%

District #3
22%

Out of City
3%

Fire Calls by District

District #1

District #2

District #3

Out of City



Cumberland Fire Department Responded to 429 Emergency Medical Calls:

In City Calls 409

Out of City Calls 20

Total 429

Total Ambulance Fees Billed by

Medical Claim-Aid in April: $179,333.95

Ambulance Fees Billed Fiscal Year to Date: $1,379,673.05

Ambulance Fees Paid:

Revenue Paid in April: $96,624.47

FY2016 Ambulance Fees Paid in FY2016: $776,994.20

Total Ambulance Fees Paid in     FY2013:FY2016: $934,653.94

(Includes all ambulance fees, previous and current fiscal years, paid in FY2016.)

Cumberland Fire Department provided 7 Mutual Aid Calls:

6 Mutual Aid calls inside Allegany County

1 Mutual Aid calls outside of Allegany County

7

Bowman's Addition VFD 3

Cresaptown VFD 1

Frintstone VFD 1

Oldtown VFD 1

6

Ridgeley VFD 1

7

Cumberland Fire Department provided 13 Paramedic Assist Calls:

7 Paramedic Assist calls inside Allegany County

6 Paramedic Assist calls outside of Allegany County

13

Bowman's Addition VFD 1

Cresaptown VFD 3

District #16 VFD 1

Ellerslie Vol. Ambulance Squad 1

LaVale Vol. Rescue Squad 1

7

Fort Ashby VFD 1

Ridgeley VFD 4

Short Gap VFD 1

13

95%
5%

Inside/Outside City



Fire Calls in the Month of April for a Five-Year Period

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

District #1 24 38 33 38 37

District #2 26 32 26 38 33

District #3 30 18 38 32 20

Out of City 2 4 2 2 3

Total 82 92 99 110 93

Ambulance Calls in the Month of April for a Five-Year Period

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Inside of City 347 392 330 407 409

Outside of City 31 26 42 34 20

Total Emergency Medical Calls 378 418 372 441 429

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

District #1

District #2

District #3

Out of City

Total

0

100

200

300

400

500

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Inside of City

Outside of City

Total Emergency
Medical Calls



Fire and Ambulance Calls in the Month of April for a Five-Year Period

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Fire Calls 82 92 99 110 93

Ambulance Calls 378 418 372 441 429

Total Calls 460 510 471 551 522

Training

Training Man Hours: 251.25

Training Listed Below:

Hose Operations 36.00

SCBA Inspection and Care 12.00

Emergency Childbirth 45.00

Loads/Lifting and Carrying 11.00

Hose Lines 30.00

Street Locations 11.00

Physical Fitness 16.00

Ropes and Knots 10.00

High Angle Rescue 13.75

Amtrak Emergencies 66.50

251.25

Fire Prevention Bureau

Complaints Received 3

Conferences Held 94

Correspondence 22

Inspections Performed 3

Investigations Conducted 6

Plan Reviews 9

Personnel

Nothing to report.

Statistics Compiled by Julie A. Davis, Fire Administrative Officer
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Regular Council Agenda 

May 17, 2016 

 

Description

Fire Department monthly report for April 2016    

 

Approval, Acceptance / Recommendation

 

Budgeted gfedc

 

1st Reading gfedc

2nd Reading gfedc

3rd Reading gfedc

 

Value of Award (if applicable) 

 

Source of Funding (if applicable)

 

 



  

Regular Council Agenda 

May 17, 2016 

 

Description

Administrative Services monthly report for March, 2016

 

Approval, Acceptance / Recommendation

 

Budgeted gfedc

 

1st Reading gfedc

2nd Reading gfedc

3rd Reading gfedc

 

Value of Award (if applicable) 

 

Source of Funding (if applicable)

 

 















  

Regular Council Agenda 

May 17, 2016 

 

Description

Approval of the regular session minutes of May 3, 2016

 

Approval, Acceptance / Recommendation

 

Budgeted gfedc

 

1st Reading gfedc

2nd Reading gfedc

3rd Reading gfedc

 

Value of Award (if applicable) 

 

Source of Funding (if applicable)

 

 



  

Regular Council Agenda 

May 17, 2016 

 

Description

Public Hearing - to receive comment on the proposed amendment to Section 2.03 (22) of the 
City Code to modify the definition of a "Boarding House / Hostel" and to change the zoning 
areas in which boarding houses and hostels are permitted

 

Approval, Acceptance / Recommendation

 

Budgeted gfedc

 

1st Reading gfedc

2nd Reading gfedc

3rd Reading gfedc

 

Value of Award (if applicable) 

 

Source of Funding (if applicable)

 

 



  

Regular Council Agenda 

May 17, 2016 

 

Description

Public Hearing to receive comment on the proposed FY17 Constant Yield Tax Rate

 

Approval, Acceptance / Recommendation

 

Budgeted gfedc

 

1st Reading gfedc

2nd Reading gfedc

3rd Reading gfedc

 

Value of Award (if applicable) 

 

Source of Funding (if applicable)

 

 

















  

Regular Council Agenda 

May 17, 2016 

 

Description

Ordinance (2nd and 3rd readings) - amending and supplementing Ordinance No. 3793, passed 
December 15, 2015, to increase the amount of the General Obligation Bonds and Bond 
Anticipation Notes to finance, reimburse, or refinance costs of the Maryland Avenue 
Redevelopment Project from $2,500,000 to an aggregate principal amount not to exceed 
$3,500,000 each

 

Approval, Acceptance / Recommendation

 

Budgeted gfedc

 

1st Reading gfedc

2nd Reading gfedc

3rd Reading gfedc

 

Value of Award (if applicable) 

 

Source of Funding (if applicable)

 

 



CHARTER AMENDMENT RESOLUTION NO. ________ 

 

 A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF 

CUMBERLAND, MARYLAND, ADOPTED PURSUANT TO THE AUTHORITY 

CONTAINED IN ARTICLE 11-E OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF 

MARYLAND AND SECTION 13 OF ARTICLE 23A OF THE ANNOTATED CODE 

OF MARYLAND ENTITLED “MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS,” AS SAID SECTION 

WAS ENACTED BY CHAPTER 123 OF THE ACTS OF THE GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND, 1955, ENTITLED “A RESOLUTION TO REPEAL 

AND REENACT WITH AMENDMENTS SECTION 154 OF THE CHARTER OF THE 

CITY OF CUMBERLAND, MARYLAND (1991 EDITION), PERTAINING TO 

PUBLIC BIDDING FOR THE PURPOSE OF INCREASING THE MAXIMUM 

ALLOWABLE PREFERENCES TO BUSINESSES LOCATED WITHIN THE CITY 

OF CUMBERLAND, MARYLAND AND ALLEGANY COUNTY, MARYLAND, 

CLARIFYING THE MANNER IN WHICH THE PREFERENCES ARE TO BE 

IMPLEMENTED, AND REDUCING THE REQUIRED NUMBER OF DAYS TO 

PUBLICLY ADVERTISE A SOLICITATION FOR BIDS.”  

 

 SECTION 1:  BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF 

CUMBERLAND, MARYLAND, that Section 154 of the Charter of the City of 

Cumberland (1991 Edition) be repealed and reenacted with amendments to read as 

follows: 

 

Section 154.  Public bidding. 

 

When competitive public bidding is required, the City Clerk, or 

other officer designated by the Mayor and City Council, shall solicit bids 

by advertising at least once within a seven (7) day period, in a publication 

of general circulation within the City. All bids shall be in writing and 

sealed and shall be opened by the City Clerk in public session of the 

Mayor and City Council. 

 

The Mayor and City Council shall accept the lowest or best bid 

deemed to be reasonable, and in the best interests of the City, price, 

quality of goods, work or services, time of delivery, or completion, 

residency, and responsibility of bidders all being considered.   
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Notwithstanding the foregoing, unless a lower percentage for local 

businesses is established by ordinance, the Mayor and City Council shall 

extend a ten percent (10%) preference for businesses located within the 

City and a seven percent (7%) preference for businesses located within 

Allegany County, Maryland for all contracts that are completely funded by 

the City without contribution, in whole or in part, from any third parties.  

The preference shall be implemented by multiplying the applicable 

percentage by the lowest or best bid deemed to be reasonable and in the 

best interests of the City and subtracting the product from the applicable 

local bidder’s bid. In order to be eligible for a preference provided for 

herein, a local bidder must certify under penalty of perjury that it qualifies 

as a local business. The preference is waived if the certification does not 

appear on the bid.  Additional eligibility criteria may be established by 

ordinance. 

 

The Mayor and City Council may reject any or all bids, may 

readvertise for new bids, and may postpone or abandon any purchase or 

work. 

 

Nothing herein shall be construed to prohibit the City from 

performing any work or service with City personnel without the need to 

advertise for bids, or from performing such work or service after the 

rejection of bids. 

 

The Mayor and City Council may adopt, by Ordinance, such rules, 

regulations and procedures as may be necessary for the implementation of 

the purchasing of supplies and contracting for services. 

 

[Note: A text edited version showing the changes made is attached hereto as 

Exhibit A.] 

 

 SECTION 2:  AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the date of the passage 

of this Resolution is _________, 2016, and the amendment of the Charter of the City of 

Cumberland hereby enacted shall become effective on __________, 2016, unless a 

proper petition for a referendum hereon shall be filed as provided by Section 4-304 of the 

Local Government Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.  A complete and exact 

copy of this Resolution shall be continuously posted on the North Centre Street entrance 

of City Hall, Cumberland, Maryland, until ___________, 2016, and the title of this 

Resolution shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the City of 

Cumberland no less than four times, at weekly intervals, before the aforesaid date. 
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 SECTION 3:  AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City 

Council of Cumberland is hereby specifically directed to carry out the provisions of 

Section 2 hereof regarding the giving of notice by posting and publication of this 

Resolution, approving the same, and, as evidence of said compliance, the City Clerk shall 

cause to be affixed to this Resolution a certificate of the publication in the newspaper in 

which the summary of this Resolution (i.e., its title) shall have been published, and the 

Mayor, if there is no petition for referendum, shall declare the Charter Amendment made 

to be effective on the effective date herein provided for, which is ____________, 2015, 

by affixing his signature hereto in the space provided below the effective date hereof. 

 SECTION 4:  AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that if a proper petition for 

referendum on the Charter Amendment herein proposed is filed, the Mayor and other 

proper officials of the City of Cumberland shall comply with applicable law, including, 

but not limited to, Subtitle 3 of Title 4 of the aforesaid Local Government Article. 

 SECTION 5:  AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that as soon as the Charter 

Amendment shall become effective, either as herein provided or following a referendum, 

the Mayor shall send separately, by registered mail, to the Secretary of the State of 

Maryland, the Maryland State Department of Assessments and Taxation and the 

Department of Legislative Reference of Maryland, a complete certified copy of the text 

of this Resolution, the date of the referendum, if any is held, a certificate showing the 

number of Councilpersons voting for and against it, and a report on the votes cast for or 

against the amendments hereby enacted at any referendum hereon, and the effective date 

of the Charter Amendment. 

 

 THIS RESOLUTION PASSED THIS ____ DAY OF _____________, 2016.   

 

      ___________________________ 

      Brian K. Grim, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

______________________________ 

Marjorie A. Woodring, City Clerk 
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 The Charter Amendment enacted by the aforegoing Resolution became effective 

this ____ day of ____________, 2016. 

 

      ___________________________ 

      Brian K. Grim, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

______________________________ 

Marjorie A. Woodring, City Clerk 

    

 

 

 I HEREBY CERTIFY, that the aforegoing Resolution, amending the Charter of 

the City of Cumberland, Maryland, was passed the ____ day of ___________, 2016, with 

____ votes in affirmation and ____ votes in the negative. 

 

      ____________________________ 

      Marjorie A. Woodring, City Clerk 

 

 

 

 I HEREBY CERTIFY, that the aforegoing is a true and exact copy of the Charter 

Amendment Resolution No. _____ passed by the Mayor and City Council of 

Cumberland, Maryland, in Regular Session on the ____ day of _____________, 2016. 

 

 I FURTHER CERTIFY, that there was no petition for a referendum on the 

proposed amendment filed within the required time, and therefore, the same became 

effective on the ____ day of _____________, 2016.  

 

      ____________________________ 

      Marjorie A. Woodring, City Clerk 
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EXHIBIT A 

[Note: Additions to the Charter are underscored and deletions are stricken 

through.] 

 

Section 154.  Public bidding. 

 

When competitive public bidding is required, the City Clerk, or 

other officer designated by the Mayor and City Council, shall solicit bids 

by advertising at least twice once within a seven (7) day period, in a 

publication of general circulation within the City. All bids shall be in 

writing and sealed and shall be opened by the City Clerk in public session 

of the Mayor and City Council. 

 

The Mayor and City Council shall accept the lowest or best bid 

deemed to be reasonable, and in the best interests of the City, price, 

quality of goods, work or services, time of delivery, or completion, 

residency, and responsibility of bidders all being considered.   

 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, unless a lower percentage for local 

businesses is established by ordinance, the Mayor and City Council shall 

extend a seven ten percent (10%) preference for businesses located within 

the City and a five seven percent (7%) preference for businesses located 

within Allegany County, Maryland for all contracts that are completely 

funded by the City without contribution, in whole or in part, from any 

third parties.  The amount of the preference shall be equal to the amount of 

the percentage applied to implemented by multiplying the applicable 

percentage by the lowest or best bid deemed to be reasonable and in the 

best interests of the City and subtracting the product from the applicable 

local bidder’s bid. If the bidder submitting the lowest or best bid is not a 

local business, and if a local business has also submitted such a bid, and, 

with the benefit of the preference, the local business's bid is equal to or 

less than the non-local bidder’s bid, the City shall award the contract to the 

local business at its submitted bid price. The In order to be eligible for a 

preference provided for herein, a local bidder shall must certify, under 

penalty of perjury, that it qualifies as a local business. The preference is 

waived if the certification does not appear on the bid.  For purposes of this 

section, the term "local business" Additional eligibility criteria shall be 

defined may be established by ordinance. 

 

The Mayor and City Council may reject any or all bids, may 

readvertise for new bids, and may postpone or abandon any purchase or 

work. 
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Nothing herein shall be construed to prohibit the City from 

performing any work or service with City personnel without the need to 

advertise for bids, or from performing such work or service after the 

rejection of bids. 

 

The Mayor and City Council may adopt, by Ordinance, such rules, 

regulations and procedures as may be necessary for the implementation of 

the purchasing of supplies and contracting for services. 

 

   



  

Regular Council Agenda 

May 17, 2016 

 

Description

Charter Amendment Resolution (2nd and 3rd readings) -  to repeal and reenact Section 154 of 
the City Charter to increase the maximum threshold for local preference allowances to be 10% 
for businesses located in the city and 7% for businesses located in the county; clarifying the 
manner in which the preferences are implemented; and reducing the number of days required 
for public solicitation of bids

 

Approval, Acceptance / Recommendation

 

Budgeted gfedc

 

1st Reading gfedc

2nd Reading gfedc

3rd Reading gfedc

 

Value of Award (if applicable) 

 

Source of Funding (if applicable)

 

 



- ORDER - 
of the 

Mayor and City Council of Cumberland 
MARYLAND 

 

 

ORDER NO.  ____________                    DATE:       May 17, 2016__ 
 

ORDERED, By the Mayor and City Council of Cumberland, Maryland 

THAT the Mayor be and is hereby authorized to execute an Art Easement 

Agreement by and between the Board of County Commissioners of Allegany County, 

Maryland and the Mayor and City Council of Cumberland for the placement of artwork 

on the retaining wall on the western side of Canal Street; and 

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that this Agreement shall be for a period of five (5) 

years with provisions for automatic 5-year renewals; 

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that funding for this project shall be provided by 

the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program and the Allegany Arts 

Council. 

 

 

      ____________________________________ 

      Mayor Brian K. Grim 

 

 

 

Funding: CDBG / Allegany Arts Council 





















  

Regular Council Agenda 

May 17, 2016 

 

Description

Order authorizing the execution of an Art Easement Agreement with the Allegany County 
Commissioners regarding the placement of an art mural on the retaining wall on the western 
side of Canal Street; funding to be provided by CDBG and the Allegany Arts Council

 

Approval, Acceptance / Recommendation

 

Budgeted gfedc

 

1st Reading gfedc

2nd Reading gfedc

3rd Reading gfedc

 

Value of Award (if applicable) 

 

Source of Funding (if applicable)

CDBG 
Allegany Arts Council

 

 











































- ORDER - 
of the 

Mayor and City Council of Cumberland 
MARYLAND 

 

 

ORDER NO.  ____________                    DATE:       May 17, 2016__ 
 

ORDERED, By the Mayor and City Council of Cumberland, Maryland 

THAT the Mayor be and is hereby authorized to execute three (3) Art Easement 

Agreements for the placement of artwork as follows: 

PROPERTY OWNERS LOCATION 

CBIZ Insurance Services, Inc. 42 Baltimore Street 

David F. and Margaret A. Romero 55 Baltimore Street 

Edward C. and Andrea M. Hedrick 18-20 S. Mechanic Street 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that this Agreement shall be for a period of five (5) 

years with provisions for automatic 5-year renewals; and 

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that funding for this project shall be provided by 

the CDBG program and the Downtown Development Commission. 

 

 

      ____________________________________ 

      Mayor Brian K. Grim 

 

 

 

Funding:  CDBG / DDC 

 



  

Regular Council Agenda 

May 17, 2016 

 

Description

Order authorizing the execution of Art Easement Agreements for the placement of art murals at 
18-20 S. Mechanic Street, 55 Baltimore Street, and 42 Baltimore Street for a period of 5 years 
with options for renewal; funding to be provided by CDBG and the DDC

 

Approval, Acceptance / Recommendation

 

Budgeted gfedc

 

1st Reading gfedc

2nd Reading gfedc

3rd Reading gfedc

 

Value of Award (if applicable) 

 

Source of Funding (if applicable)

 

 



- ORDER - 
of the 

Mayor and City Council of Cumberland 
MARYLAND 

 

 

ORDER NO.  ____________                    DATE:       May 17, 2016___ 
 

ORDERED, By the Mayor and City Council of Cumberland, Maryland: 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of Cumberland is the record owner of a 

certain parcel of real property together with the improvements thereon which are 

known as 316 Baltimore Avenue, Cumberland, MD 21502(hereinafter referred to as the 

“Property”), the Property being more particularly described in the Land Records of 

Allegany County, Maryland in Book 2168, Page 11, Tax Account No. 23-009633; 

 WHEREAS, the Property has been determined to be surplus property by the 

Mayor and City Council of Cumberland; 

 

 IT IS, THEREFORE, ORDERED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF 

CUMBERLAND THAT: 

 1.  The Property is hereby declared to be surplus in accordance with the 

provisions of Section 1 of the Charter of the City of Cumberland; 

 2.  BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that the Mayor and City Council intend to sell 

the Property to adjacent property owners Edward M. and Frances L. Cook for the 

purchase price of $1,500 (One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars); 

 3.  BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that after passage of twenty (20) days from the 

date of this Order and the passage of an Ordinance authorizing the execution of the 



Deed effecting the conveyance of the Property, formal transfer of the Property to 

Edward M. and Frances L. Cook may proceed. 

 

 

      ____________________________________ 

      Mayor Brian K. Grim 

 

 

 

 







  

Regular Council Agenda 

May 17, 2016 

 

Description

Order declaring City-owned property at 316 Baltimore Avenue to be surplus and accepting the 
proposal of adjacent property owners Edward M. and Frances L. Cook to purchase the lot for 
the assessed value of $1,500, and authorizing transfer to the Cooks after 20 days public notice

 

Approval, Acceptance / Recommendation

Mr. and Mrs. Cook are the only adjacent property owners to 316 Baltimore Avenue since it is a 
corner lot and they own the property on the other two adjacent sides.  It is unlikely that the 
property has any development potential.  The Cooks have offered the assessed land value of 
$1,500. 
 
The property will be posted as surplus for 20 days, noting the City's intent to accept the offer of 
the Cooks for purchase.   After that time, an Ordinance will be introduced to authorize transfer 
of the parcel to the Cooks. 

 

Budgeted gfedc

 

1st Reading gfedc

2nd Reading gfedc

3rd Reading gfedc

 

Value of Award (if applicable) 

 

Source of Funding (if applicable)

 

 



- ORDER - 
of the 

Mayor and City Council of Cumberland 
MARYLAND 

 

 

ORDER NO.  ____________                    DATE:       May 17, 2016___ 
 

ORDERED, By the Mayor and City Council of Cumberland, Maryland 

THAT, the sole source proposal of Queen City Business Systems, 505 National 

Highway, LaVale, MD 21502, to provide maintenance for 6 (six) Minolta copiers for a 

period of 6 (six) months be and is hereby accepted in the amount not to exceed $14,190 

(Fourteen Thousand, One Hundred Ninety Dollars).  

 

 

      ____________________________________ 

      Mayor Brian K. Grim 

 

 

 

 





  

Regular Council Agenda 

May 17, 2016 

 

Description

Order accepting the sole source proposal of Queen City Business Systems to provide 
maintenance for six (6) Minolta copiers for a period of six (6) month at a cost not to exceed 
$14,190

 

Approval, Acceptance / Recommendation

 

Budgeted gfedc

 

1st Reading gfedc

2nd Reading gfedc

3rd Reading gfedc

 

Value of Award (if applicable) 

 

Source of Funding (if applicable)

 

 



- ORDER - 
of the 

Mayor and City Council of Cumberland 
MARYLAND 

 

 

ORDER NO.  ____________                    DATE:       May 17, 2016___ 
 

ORDERED, By the Mayor and City Council of Cumberland, Maryland: 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of Cumberland is the record owner of 

certain parcels of real property together with the improvements thereon which are 

located in the Baltimore Avenue / N. Waverly Terrace area of Cumberland, MD 21502 

(hereinafter referred to as the “Property”), the Property being more particularly 

described by Map/Parcel, Liber/folio, and physical description on the attached listing; 

 

 WHEREAS, the Property has been determined to be surplus property by the 

Mayor and City Council of Cumberland; 

 

 IT IS, THEREFORE, ORDERED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF 

CUMBERLAND THAT: 

 1.  The Property is hereby declared to be surplus in accordance with the 

provisions of Section 1 of the Charter of the City of Cumberland; 

 2.  BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that the Mayor and City Council intend to 

transfer the Property to the Cumberland Neighborhood Housing Services for the 

purchase price of $0.00 (Zero Dollars); 



 3.  BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that after passage of twenty (20) days from the 

date of this Order and the passage of an Ordinance authorizing the execution of the 

Deed effecting the conveyance of the Property, formal transfer of the Property to 

Cumberland Neighborhood Housing Services may proceed. 

 

 

      ____________________________________ 

      Mayor Brian K. Grim 

 

 

 

 









  

Regular Council Agenda 

May 17, 2016 

 

Description

Order declaring certain City-owned parcels of land on Baltimore Avenue and N. Waverly 
Terrace to be surplus and authorizing conveyance of the properties to Cumberland 
Neighborhood Housing Services after 20-days public notice

 

Approval, Acceptance / Recommendation

 

Budgeted gfedc

 

1st Reading gfedc

2nd Reading gfedc

3rd Reading gfedc

 

Value of Award (if applicable) 

 

Source of Funding (if applicable)

 

 



- ORDER - 
of the 

Mayor and City Council of Cumberland 
MARYLAND 

 

 

ORDER NO.  ____________                    DATE:       May 17, 2016___ 
 

ORDERED, By the Mayor and City Council of Cumberland, Maryland 

THAT, the Chief of Police be and is hereby authorized to accept an additional 

award amount not to exceed $56,983.00 (Fifty Six Thousand, Nine Hundred Eighty-

Three Dollars) for Safe Streets Grant MDSS-2016-1405; and 

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that these funds shall be used for the sole source 

purchase of a Mobile Field Lab, MFL-3000 Drug Identification Unit with pharmaceutical 

and narcotic libraries in the amount of  $13,975.00 (Thirteen Thousand, Nine Hundred 

Seventy-five Dollars) from CODA Devices, 7283 Hwy 42, Suite 102-125, Raleigh, NC 

27603; and 

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that these funds shall be used for the purchase of 

two (2) Automatic License Plate Readers (ALPR’s) from The Selex ES Company, 205 H 

Creek Ridge Road, Greensboro, NC 27406, in the amount not to exceed $33,336.00 

(Thirty-three Thousand, Three Hundred Thirty-six Dollars); and 

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that all other bids received for the ALPR’s be and 

are hereby rejected.   

 

      ____________________________________ 

      Mayor Brian K. Grim 

 
Order of Bids for ALPR 

The Selex ES Company $33,336.00 

Major Police Supply $35,290.00 

Mobile-Vision, Inc. $42,171.50 

 

GRANT:  MDSS-2016-1405 

 























  

Regular Council Agenda 

May 17, 2016 

 

Description

Order authorizing acceptance of an additional award amount not to exceed $56,983.00 for Safe 
Streets Grant MDSS-2016-1405; authorizing use of these funds for 1) the sole source purchase 
of a Mobile Field Lab, MFL-3000 Drug Identification Unit in the amount of $13,975 from 
CODA Devices, and 2) the purchase of two (2) Automatic License Plate Readers (ALPR) in the 
amount of $33,336.00 from The Selex ES Company

 

Approval, Acceptance / Recommendation

See attached correspondence from Chief Hinnant.

 

Budgeted gfedc

 

1st Reading gfedc

2nd Reading gfedc

3rd Reading gfedc

 

Value of Award (if applicable) 

Additional award of $56,983.00 
 
Purchase of Mobile Field Lab: $13,975.00 
Purchase of Automatic License Plate Reader: $33,336.00

 

Source of Funding (if applicable)

Safe Streets Grant MDSS-2016-1405

 

 


